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Questions  &  Answers 


What  is  a  violent  crime? 

Any  act  constituting  a  crime  which  involves  the  application  of 
force  or  violence  or  the  threat  of  force  or  violence  by  the 
offender  upon  the  victim. 

Why  does  Massachusetts  have  such  a  law? 

To  provide  innocent  victims  of  violent  crimes  with  compen- 
sation for  loss  of  earnings  or  support  and  for  medical  care  or 
other  necessary  services,  including  mental  health  counseling 
required  as  a  result  of  the  crime. 

Who  is  eligible  to  receive  compensation? 

Any  victim  of  a  violent  crime  who  sustains  an  out-of-pocket 
loss  of  at  least  $100  or  who  has  lost  two  continuous  weeks  of 
earnings  or  support.  These  conditions  do  not  apply  to  victims 
over  age  65  or  to  rape  victims. 

In  the  case  of  the  death  of  the  victim  as  a  direct  result  of  the 
crime,  a  dependent  of  the  victim  is  eligible  for  compensation 
for  loss  of  support  and  for  the  cost  of  medical  care  rendered  to 
the  victim.  Members  of  the  victim's  family  are  eligible  for 
compensation  for  mental  health  counseling  necessitated  by 
the  death  and  for  a  maximum  of  $2000  in  funeral  expenses. 

Are  there  any  exceptions? 

The  offender  or  his  accomplice  are  not  eligible  for  compen- 
sation. Generally,  members  of  the  offender's  family  are  in- 
eligible. Also  barred  from  recovering  are  victims  of  motor 
vehicle  accidents,  unless  intentional  injury  was  inflicted. 

In  no  case  may  compensation  be  paid  if  police  records  show 
that  the  crime  was  reported  more  than  48  hours  after  the 
occurrence  of  the  crime,  except  in  the  case  of  rape  or  unless 
the  court  finds  good  cause  for  the  delay. 


How  do  I  file  a  clciim? 


If  you  are  eligible  for  compensation  pursuant  to  Chapter  258A 
of  the  Massachusetts  General  Laws  you  must  file  a  claim  with 
the  Clerk  of  the  District  Court  within  the  jurisdiction  in  which 
you  live  or,  if  you  are  an  out-of-state  victim,  in  the  district  court 
within  the  jurisdiction  in  which  the  crime  occurred.  The  claim 
must  be  filed  within  one  year  after  the  occurrence  of  the  crime 
but  the  Court,  in  its  discretion,  may  extend  the  filing  period  for 
good  cause,  but  in  no  event,  can  it  be  extended  beyond  three 
years  after  the  occurrence  of  the  crime. 

What  happens  after  I  file? 

The  court  immediately  notifies  the  attorney  general  of  your 
claim.  After  conducting  an  investigation ,  the  attorney  general 
will  present  any  evidence  he  may  have  in  support  of  or  in 
opposition  to  the  claim.  At  this  hearing,  you  may  present 
evidence  and  be  represented  by  counsel,  if  you  wish.  A  finding 
will  be  made  by  the  District  Court.  The  State  Treasurer  will 
pay  you  the  amount  of  the  award  determined  by  the  Court. 

What  is  the  amount  of  compensation*!  can  recover? 

Compensation  for  loss  of  earnings  or  support  and  for  mediccd 
care  or  other  necessary  servifces  shall  be  in  an  amount  equal  to 
the  actual  loss  sustained  but  in  no  event  exceed  a  total  of 
$25,000.  Compensation  will  also  be  reduced  by  the  amount  of 
pa3nTients  received  undjer  insurancefflEbgram^  or  from  public 
funds.  aV^  V 

If  two  or  more  people  are  ^Sntled  to^^^i^p^BSffltion  as  a  result 
of  the  death  of  a  victim,  comneQeaticm  MH  be  apportioned 
among  those  applying.     ,  -cJ^J^  ^^^Sji^ 

The  court  will  determine  cind  al^^  reasonable  attorney's  fees, 
which  shall  not  exceed  15%  of  the  awarded  compensation. 
Attorney's  fees  shall  be  paid  out  of,  not  in  addition  to,  the 
amount  of  compensation.  The  court  may  direct  that  payment 
be  made  jointly  to  you  and  to  your  attorney  or  to  the  provider  of 
medical  or  funeral  services. 

How  much  has  the  State  Treasurer  paid  to  innocent  victims  of 
violent  crimes? 


Since  1969,  the  State  Treasurer  has  paid  over  $  1 1 ,000,000  to 
innocent  victims  of  violent  crimes.  This  amount  will  increase 
dramatically  because  the  Treasurer  can  now  pay  a  maximum 
award  of  $25,000  to  a  victim  of  a  violent  crime.  Formerly,  the 
maximum  amount  payable  by  the  Treasurer  was  $10,000. 
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